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[Music] [Applause] [Music] [Applause] so [Applause] live from miami beach nbc news reports the 1972 
republican national convention brought to you by the gulf oil corporation as part of its continuing effort to 
bring you events of special importance and welcome to you all from the second national political convention 
of this presidential year david brinkley and i back in convention hall in miami beach this time for the 
republicans 1348 delegates will soon be in this hall the vast majority of them happy that they've got a 
president in the white house and many of them most of them all of them looking forward to keeping him there 
for another four years a few gloomy liberals some uneasiness among delegates from big states that this 
convention doesn't have enough blacks and young people one or two serious disputes about who'll be sitting 
at the 1976 convention and in the wings although he's actually in the white house today president nixon over 
on miami beach vice president agnew they'll be renominated next week and there is mrs nixon here in the 
hall for the first afternoon session of the republican national convention mrs cox is with her there her 
daughter and mrs eisenhower when you see there with saw there with lieutenant david eisenhower there will 
be five convention sessions in all this afternoon and tonight tomorrow afternoon tomorrow night and on 
wednesday the big show the acceptance speeches of the president and the vice president i gather david 
brinkley that you don't see any chance that mr nixon may not be nominated at this convention 
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nominated at this convention i'd say very little john um i am beginning to feel very much at home here as i 
trust this summer we may have paid local property taxes um we will see answered this week the question of 
what a political party does when its convention time arrives and all of its businesses already pretty well 
settled both nominations settled the platform pretty well settled no real disputes of any consequence so i 
think what they will do instead is to make the convention the opening of the 1972 presidential campaign all 
parties do that of course this one i think in this case may do it to a somewhat greater degree in any case 
whatever they do we will all be here the same motley crew we had last time we have again this time in 
essentially the same places and the convention hall is about as we left it except for of course change of 
personnel the rostrum you will notice when we get there in a few minutes is somewhat more elegantly 
appointed they've had a hollywood set designer come in and do it over very handsome now otherwise uh we 
feel very much at home and we hope you will john um we will be taking a look around the hall the fearless flo 
four floor reporters which i couldn't say a month ago and can't it again today we'll have to think up something 
else to call them and while we're doing that we'll pause for a moment for a word from golf i cannot say fairly 
lots of differences between republicans and democrats republicans with less to do this time admittedly than 
the democrats had before are very prompt the gavel was supposed to have fallen here at one o'clock in the 


afternoon eastern time and unbelievably we are told it is actually going to fall and when 1 15 in about nine 
minutes which is something of a record for getting the first session of the convention underway and there are 
lots of delegates here already as we can see in the hall it's 
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already as we can see in the hall it's almost half filled and down there somewhere in that crowd is garrett 
cutler john as the convention opens there is one dispute that has not yet been settled that is over the 
apportionment of delegates at the next republican convention in 1976 and it could end up being a floor fight 
here between liberals and conservatives in the party the new rules governing the convention enforcement in 
786 will be presented to this convention for approval tomorrow afternoon it is said that these rules favor 
conservatives in the party because they could end up giving a disproportionate number of delegates to small 
and southern states where republicans are mainly conservatives republican liberals have put the party 
leadership on notice that they will fight that here on the floor they want at least a compromise solution and 
there are indications that the party leadership including chairman bob dole and the white house wants to 
come up with some sort of compromise solution if possible but so far there's been none this morning the 
convention rules committee met to try to find a solution but conservatives in the party dug in their heels they 
said they want no compromise at all there will be another meeting of the convention rules committee later 
this afternoon if it cannot come up with any compromise solution there could well be a floor fight here 
tomorrow garrett gutley now over to tom pettitt garrick there's another part of that rules fight which involves 
for lack of a better term the quota question and that's the effort to attract more young people more women 
more blacks into the party without getting into the quota question that so plagued the democratic party they 
have a saying around here now we don't want to mcgovernize the republican party but there are some 
liberals within the republican party who feel strongly that the party must broaden its base and that it must do 
more than put statements in its rules that it will do everything it can to attract more young people etc and so 
there could be a fight led by the republican governors of some of the more liberal states and that group is led 
by governor francis sergeant of massachusetts 
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francis sergeant of massachusetts they had a secret meeting last night around midnight on the fourth floor of 
the fountain blue hotel downtown uh governor ray of iowa is involved governor evans of of washington state 
is involved and they intend to seek language that will put the party clearly on record as seeking to attract with 
some uh teeth in the rules membership in the party by uh minorities women uh young people and so forth 
this is tom pettit on the floor now over to uh douglas kiker with me here is senator hugh scott who is 
president nixon's four manager that is he is managing president nixon's re-uh his campaign for the 
republican nomination senator scott it would seem that being president nixon's floor manager is not a very 
challenging job well i don't expect the same kind of a fufuro in hullabaloo that i've been through in other 
conventions looks to me like we're going to have a a very joyous ratification of four good years and then four 
good years deserve four more and yet you have grips on the floor you have a truck out there with a 
campaign manager inside you're not taking it for granted well it's an old chinese maxim he who takes 
something for granted likely yet stone well now the rules committee has just voted to substitute the house 
rules and to substitute the uh robert's rules of order that's going to pose a problem isn't it couldn't that open 
this convention up and throw your schedule off and open it up to challenges and prolong debate yesterday 
could make us lose prime time uh could lead to a lot of frivolous motions and time wasting procedures and 
uh i've asked the whip organization to see if we can persuade the rules committee to return to the house of 
representatives rules under which we can schedule events somewhere near the time that you plan to 
schedule them is that fight going on right now senator scott well uh it hasn't reached the proportions of a fight 
but the whips are all telling the rules 
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but the whips are all telling the rules committee members of the states that they hope that they will go back 
to the house of representatives rules which we have always operated under that could bring up minority 
reports on the floor it could it could stretch this convention out considerably endless endless frivolous 
amendments thank you very much talking to senator hugh scott who says the republicans may be in for a 
little trouble here now to cassie mackin just about the only person who really criticized president nixon in the 
preliminary meetings last week that led up to this convention was representative paul mccloskey the 
california congressman who run for president in a few early primaries this year mccloskey had hoped that he 
would be able to get his views on vietnam and full disclosure of campaign funds before this convention but 
today the republican party decided finally and apparently irrevocably that this will not happen mccloskey had 
one delegate who won in the new mexico primary and he had hoped that this delegate would be permitted to 
put his name and nomination and in the process of nominating him give the congressman's views on vietnam 
and other issues convention committees voted to allow one ballot to be cast for mccloskey but it will not allow 
his name to be put in nominations it has been decided that any nomination must have the support of a 
majority of three state delegations that mccloskey does not have so as far as can be seen right now there will 
be no criticism of president nixon's vietnam policy or for that matter any criticism of president nixon on any 
other issues this is catherine mackin on the floor and now back to the booth [Music] and we are now going to 
the rostrum where these proceedings began about one minute ago when senator bob dole of kansas the 
honorable bob dole of kansas because he's chairman of the republican national committee and given the job 
of calling this convention to order now you can see on the floor a sizable number of the delegation seated 
and here's bob dole which delegates may offer with the agreement of the delegates we 
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with the agreement of the delegates we shall proceed as follows number one any delegate desire to move 
amen any matter which is before the convention and which is subject to amendment must submit the 
proposed amendment to the chair in writing prior to offering the amendment on the floor written amendments 
signed by the delegate offering same are to be sent to the chair by delivering them to a page station at one 
of the doors located at the base of the podium number three no delegate will be recognized to submit an 
amendment to a pending manner until the proposed amendment has been submitted to the chairman in 
writing this procedure should assist the chair and its responsibilities and ensure that anyone with an 
amendment will have full opportunity to present it without objection we shall proceed as indicated it is so 
ordered i present to you a guest of ours who is known to millions of americans as dr joe gannon on the 
television series medical center mr chad everett ladies and gentlemen will you please stand and will you 
remain standing through the invocation the colors will be presented by the united states c corps see cadet 
corps sponsored by 
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see cadet corps sponsored by the miami united states naval reserve unit and backed by the officers and men 
of the miami united states reserve [Music] do [Music] so [Music] so [Music] well done the pledge of allegiance 
will 
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well done the pledge of allegiance will be led by mr thomas joyner rock hill south carolina mr joyner was the 
winner of this year's american legion speech contest speaking on our constitution in a changing world mr 
joyner of the united states thank you miss joyner is now our great pleasure to have with us one of america's 
leading country western singers who will lead us in the singing of the national anthem ladies and gentlemen 
miss lynn anderson [Applause] [Music] [Applause] um [Music] bye [Music] 
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oh [Music] my [Music] i'm [Applause] thank you miss anderson the invocation will be offered by the reverend 
orlando espin of the saint brendan roman catholic church in miami father of spain god our father send your 
spirit upon this assembly they come here representing your people may they serve you well and do so 
according to your will send your wisdom upon this assembly give them courage and generosity let them unite 
and not divide let them speak clearly but not offensively let them act in the spirit of brotherhood according to 
your word give them your light so that they may make wise decisions let them be aware of the seriousness of 
their task and above all father we ask that we may recognize that the only one who is the messiah the only 
one who is the life the truth and the way is jesus christ your son in whose name we pray amen 
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after this they will march the flags out of the hall and we will get ready for some welcoming speeches from 
florida officials and we'll be back with those after this will go so the republican convention is off to a peaceful 
start governor askew of florida is on the roster and is about to say to the delegates that he is happy to have 
them in florida we're going down [Music] governor reagan and i were just sipping some florida orange juice 
backstage and i told him not to fret about losing your convention this year in 1976 i promise to do everything i 
can to see that california gets both conventions [Applause] seriously florida is proud and honored to host the 
democratic and the republican conventions this summer i think we're all inclined to underestimate the 
importance of our major political parties and the political process of this great nation but it's the two-party 
system that distinguishes our country from the rest of the world and i hope that we will always have a viable 
two-party system in this great nation i hope we will never have to form a coalition of parties to achieve 
majority support that is so vital to a true democracy obviously there's no doubt about who this convention is 
going to select to represent the republican party in the coming campaign [Applause] 
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and because of this some have suggested that your convention is not really important but i submit that as 
long as we continue the present nominating system the national political convention is very important it 
provides the opportunity for to present not only the party's nominees but also the party's programs to the 
people it enables the people to participate in our process whether they be inside the hall outside the hole or 
at home in front of the television screens the process of course continues with the debate of the days and 
weeks ahead and the people's participation is consummated in a voting booth in november and the genius of 
our two-party system is that it continues to function on behalf of the people after november with the 
underlying checks and balances of our three branches of government there is no opportunity for the kind of 
absolute control that could ignore the wishes and the needs of the people there is no reason no excuse for a 
violent revolution [Applause] our system is far from perfect we must never stop seeking improvements to the 
way we nominate our candidates elect our leaders and govern our people get our submit that despite all of 
our problems and any of our deficiencies our system of government is the most democratic system achieved 
by man and it is the best hope for free men ever for the democratic convention here in july with the 
republicans now here in 
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july with the republicans now here in august my state has been given a unique role in demonstrating that 
system at work to the rest of the world and it is to the credit of miami beach and dave county that they have 
been willing to undertake the tremendous responsibility of hosting both political conventions in one year it is 
an undertaking that is national in scope and these communities in this state are thus performing a real 
service to our nation and we do so in the firm belief that any change in our nominating process should come 
by way of design and intention not from any fear or apprehension about holding a traditional nominating 
convention in a country as great as ours we welcome this opportunity to help uphold that principle and to 
offer you the hand of florida not merely in friendship but in partnership and hope as well and as we do i must 
offer a special thanks to attorney general klein deans the advice and assistance we've received from the 
justice department in these difficult days has been a great help to all of us here in florida there has in fact 


been unparalleled cooperation between every level of government in planning and staging both conventions 
and for this we're grateful a diverse people who can come together in one place at one time and air all of 
their differences each of their complaints without violence without destruction and without repression such a 
people will inspire the world for many years to come 
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come i believe we are that people and i'm hopeful that all of us here this week those inside the hall and 
outside the hall as well will be able to prove it again in the days ahead so let me welcome you to our beautiful 
state and let us now make this a beautiful week in american history i thank you governor reuben askew of 
florida welcoming the republicans here he's a democrat politics is a matter of chance very often he was one 
of the uh men thought of as a possible running mate with george mcgovern during the democratic convention 
had he been so chosen it's unlikely he would have been here today saying nice things about attorney 
general kleindings now here's tom pettit on the convention floor john i'm here with the senator john sherman 
cooper of kentucky who's been going to these conventions since uh the wilkie convention in 1940 who has 
very strong views about the war and senator does the platform here uh satisfy your own personal views 
about the necessity of getting out of vietnam just as soon as possible well if i would say i just looked the 
words the platform i would have to say no but i am now we're in a position where we're choosing between 
candidates and i must say i have a great deal more confidence the president nixon who has the least brought 
down the level of troops there can get us out of the war than george mcgovern but if it were up to you to 
state a platform that meant something about the war what would you have the words say well i suppose if i 
were going to write it myself i would say that i would think that we had done all we could for south vietnam 
and i would probably propose what i did in the senate that we were withdrawing in four months but let me 
make it clear that we've now come the question of choosing between two men the democratic 
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choosing between two men the democratic platform doesn't say anything about amounted to anything about 
the war very ambivalent i think senator mcgovern's position has been shown to be ambivalent by his very 
statement i think his promise to get a prisoner of war back in 90 days is one which no one could promise no 
one so ii really make my choice for president nixon he at least was bringing him out he at least the only one 
has an authority to negotiate and while i've disagreed with president johnson president nixon and even john 
kennedy when he was talking about putting people in loud still i have to make my shorts his stance a day and 
uh it's for president nixon you're saying platforms don't really mean much then except his oratory well it 
expresses the view but uh uh usually action is the matter that counts rather than the platform statement 
thank you very much senator cooper of kentucky now to garry kepley [Music] talking we're here with tom 
stank from louisiana who was one of the leaders of the conservatives here on the convention floor mr stank 
republican liberals here are threatening a floor fight over the new rules which of course delegates the 1976 
convention they say it favors party conservatives do you agree i think that since this convention started we 
have had people trying to place this in a liberal and a conservative vein what it actually does is to protect the 
smaller states from being overrun in the next convention by the larger states and it's their liberals and 
conservatives on both sides of the question this is a small state problem not to be overrun by the larger 
states republicans from the larger states such as illinois new york michigan and others though say that they 
must have a compromised solution or they will carry out a floor fight have you had any pressure put on you 
to agree to a compromise no sir i'm i'm relatively pressure proof uh we have already compromised the title 
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uh we have already compromised the title of the plan that we have had adopted as new rule 30 was called 
the miami compromise we gave up old rule 30 with its block of six delegates to each state we have 
broadened the convention by some 600 people for the next convention and the larger states and the smaller 
states will be able to bring to the next convention a broader more representative delegate group but if this 
does not satisfy those republicans who happen to be liberal and they bring it to the floor tomorrow afternoon 


for a fight which side do you think will win i think that the presence the new rule 30 will win there are enough 
delegates here from smaller states that that do not feel that they want to be run over by the delegates from 
the larger states and the smaller states have the votes in this convention to prevent rule 30 from being 
amended on the floor of this convention thank you very much talking to tom stag from louisiana now over to 
tom pettitt this is one of those northern liberals that mr stag was uh referring to in his discussion of the uh 
small versus large state uh power struggle uh bill mclaughlin state chairman of michigan mr mclaughlin do 
you view this purely as a large versus small state isn't it more a conservative versus liberal uh situation i 
think large small north south liberal conservative been read into it and i think that's unfortunate i think it's 
more than that i think it's a genuine effort to broaden the base of the republican party to open the party up for 
all americans to participate in the party and then the rule 30 debate is to write a sensible formula so that the 
party will be brought for years and fair to all states but isn't it true that it's generally a liberal position to be for 
change and conservative against change so being for change makes you in a liberal position well i guess if 
that's the in the context of the terms you're probably right i like to think of myself as an unhyphenated 
republican and it's been unfortunate we went for probably eight months without any terms being set on this 
work we've been working since last december on rule change without any names being led until we got here 
all 
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names being led until we got here all right well let me just get one thing straight if you don't get it through the 
rules committee and it looks as if you will not at this point will you bring it here to the floor of the convention i 
think our first step and we've been trying for 24 hours is to talk to the other side and see if you know what 
they need and what we need if not we will go to the floor yes we will go to the floor thank you very much bill 
mclaughlin michigan state chairman pledging a floor fight on party reform now to douglas kiker with me here 
is senator john tower senator tower is chairman of the texas delegation and one of the uh nixon whips now 
the chairman of the michigan delegation just promises a floor fighter rule 30 senator what about that well uh i 
hope that there won't be a floor fight the rules committee has not finished its deliberations and there is i 
understand some talk of compromise i hope there won't be a full fight but i think that the majority sentiment is 
in favor of the miami compromise as adopted by the republican national committee because the miami 
compromise was drafted by you now you're talking about a compromise of a compromise a new compromise 
well i understand that there's some talk of maybe uh adding one or two uh conditions on to the the the miami 
compromise and some have talked about making giving additional bonuses perhaps for senate or senator 
senators or governors that sort of thing but that's the only kind of compromise that i can foresee on it would 
you go along with that compromise the new compromise well i would want to see what it uh what form it 
takes myself well now i of course like the majority report from the from the platform the national committee as 
it is thank you very much talking to senator john tower of texas this is douglas kiker now to cassie myfit yes 
you're standing here talking to governor reagan of california governor what do you think about where do you 
stand on the issue of small states versus big states in the rules controversy well i'm afraid that i am aligned 
with the small states i uh i think there is a reasonable compromise similar to the tower proposal but i would 
favor the majority report as i have known it up until now i don't know what more recently has come out 
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know what more recently has come out but i just think that we are running the danger of of coming to a 
situation where a handful of urban states uh could dominate the party and pretty soon you'd find candidates 
who only had to campaign in those urban states how would you explain that to your constituents in california 
the biggest state in the country because strangely enough california under one of the most recent 
amendments that's been proposed would lose delegates how well we would have less delegates uh than the 
state of new york for example and yet california is the number one state in population well shouldn't you i just 
politically find yourself in line with the big states who want more representation more muscle for your people 
oh not necessarily i've always figured if there's a fight going on and a little guy's getting trumped on maybe 
you ought to help the little guy thank you that's governor reagan of california who supports the small states in 
the big states versus small states controversy and now to ed newman clark mcgregor who's the chairman of 


the campaign to reelect president nixon mr mcgregor what is your position on this question of the 
apportionment of delegates 1976 interested neutrality mr newman we have no we have no mistake those of 
us who are working for the president's re-election have no stake in in the discussion about uh reallocation of 
delegates for reapportionment as how significant an issue is it well i think it's significant that it appears to be 
the only issue of any consequence raised to date by that i mean there is such overwhelming support among 
the republicans from maine to california from minnesota to texas on the president's basic programs and 
policies that uh they're reduced to debating uh an issue that will have its first uh application in 1976. well as 
an interested neutral and an expert mr mcgregor can you tell us does it re will this really have something to 
do with the kind of man the republicans nominate or kind of person i should say the republicans nominate in 
1976 i think that's very speculative 
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in 1976 i think that's very speculative mr newman i don't know how anybody could answer that question now 
i don't know that we can at this time pick out with any certainty even those five six or seven or eight 
republicans who might be in the forefront of the competition for the presidential and vice presidential 
nominations uh on this issue i fully expect that by the time tomorrow rolls around that uh a an agreement will 
be reached which will be satisfactory probably to 75 or 80 percent of the delegates so what we're seeing now 
is a lot of windmilling isn't it not necessarily it's part of the preliminaries of of an open debate on an issue that 
uh is healthy because it usually produces the best result mr mcgregor how extensively should we expect 
president nixon to campaign this fall i think the answer has to be as extensively as his duties as president 
permit i do know that there are several factors that are being weighed by the president now and evaluating 
uh the answer to your question mr newman one is how long will the congress be in session the president as 
you know in the state of the union message 20 months ago outlined a broad program of constructive change 
at home to decentralize power in washington to to increase the capacity of local government to deal with the 
important job of delivering services to people increase the voice of the people in their communities and 
shaping the governmental decisions that affect their lives he's dedicated to this program the congress is 
coming back into session the day after labor day my guess is that it will be in session at least six weeks and 
the president wants to be in the oval office doing all he can to advance that legislative program which has 
received very little attention by the democratic senate thank you mr mcgregor we have to cut off here clark 
mcgregor chairman of the campaign to reelect president nixon out of the booth it's interesting that although 
the republicans we've heard insist that the issue of small states versus big states in terms of who gets to sit 
here in 1976 is not ideological all the conservatives including governor reagan whom we heard are for the 
small states and most of the liberals are for the big 
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and most of the liberals are for the big states and that is part of that difficulty they're having here today we 
could get some other news out of this convention uh the senator scott told us that they are now operating 
under robert's rules of order and he was quite upset by that and has asked all of the whips operating for his 
organization to turn that rule around to go back to the rules of the house of representatives the reason for it 
he said was that people from the floor could introduce a lot of extraneous business and slow down the 
process of this finely honed scheduled convention and to that end we find that two senators now uh mack 
matthias of maryland and richard schweiker of pennsylvania are talking about introducing from the floor an 
amendment to the platform uh to strengthen the language and the platform for ending the draft they want to 
say that the plank allow the words the induction authority to expire by july of 1973. that's an example of some 
of the things that could go on at this convention if the roberts rules of order stay in and i think that as well has 
something to do with the ideological side of republican politics don't you david yes i do and as uh mcgregor 
was just saying as you heard the main argument here so far even whoever wins will not really win much for 
four years that's true because what they're arguing about is whether really to nominate agnew in 76 or 
somebody else uh agnew arrived in miami and was asked about this and he said he had not decided 
whether or not he would try for president the presidential nomination next time but was keeping the option 


open so that's something for republicans to think about plenty of time to do it if the vice president decided not 
to pursue his opportunity to run for the presidential nomination four years from now i believe he might be 
certainly in recent american history the first man ever to do that the first the very very first we'll be 
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the first the very very first we'll be back with more of the republican convention after this word from golf as we 
were saying earlier the question of the presidential nomination in 1976 is talked about very much here in 
miami beach by the republicans and particularly when they've got into these complicated fights that we've 
heard about so far on who gets to sit at the 1976 convention if the smaller states are allowed to have their 
the power that they have had in the republican party in terms of delegates who therefore nominate 
presidents uh it would strengthen mr agnew's chances given his present conservative political base but if mr 
nixon should op if this convention should operate under changed rules and the president should win a large 
landslide this fall and both of those things are expected the power of the large northern industrial states 
would be strengthened and that in turn would strengthen the hand of a candidate like senator charles percy 
of illinois whose name has been mentioned a number of times here among others john connolly a democrat 
from texas is also mentioned as a possible challenger to mr agnew four years from now and that really is 
what this is about the selection of the rules determining the delegates who sit in the republican convention 
four years and from now will either help mr agnew or hurt mr agnew help senator percy or hurt senator percy 
and the allies of both of those men here is another ideological split that we have found in the republican party 
no surprise there everybody's known it's been there all along now here's senator robert dole i'm going to run 
again in 1974. thank you 
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first may i welcome to all every delegate and every alderman every member of their families every observer 
may i extend you a very warm welcome i also extend a welcome to those who may be viewing or listening 
across this nation members of both parties as well as our loyal opposition in flamingo park my fellow 
republicans my fellow citizens delegates to this the 30th national convention republican party to those of you 
who have attended conventions before and of the many more of you are attending their first time convention i 
welcome you at our parties beginnings more than 100 years ago republicans were in the minority and our 
country was in a crisis in our last convention here four years ago the situation was much the same we were 
in a minority and our country was in a crisis but after almost four years of republican leadership in the white 
house and the world the crisis has diminished what richard nixon once termed the continuity of crisis has 
been interrupted the nation has calmed the world has moved conspicuously towards peace and we find 
ourselves now at a turning point which way we go depends not upon us alone put on the american people 
together we are about some very serious business here what we do here is important but we must not 
delude ourselves that it is all important we meet to nominate the president united states for reelection we 
need to decide upon a platform for our republican party 
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our republican party and we need to show the nation and the world how republicans go about the important 
business of politics we meet for all of these reasons and more but what is all important in all of this is not only 
what the republican party is but what the republican party can become under the leadership of richard nixon 
this nation has gone forward we have gone forward from war and the likelihood of war toward peace and the 
likelinood of lasting peace under richard nixon this nation has gone forward in the direction of a reformed and 
more responsive government and under richard nixon this nation has gone forward by thinking back and 
remembering and building with intelligence and imagination on the principles that have made of this country 
what it is in every sense of the word the greatest nation in the world we can and should be proud of that we 
can and should be proud of the fact that the republican party has treasured and guarded the principles which 
we adhere to principles for example that each man is his own man but at the same time recognize that no 
man is ever totally on his own that understand therefore that men deserve to live in freedom and dignity that 


those who must work to win it for those who do not we can and should be proud that the president president 
richard nixon has renewed those principles has given them new dynamism and new meaning a new efficacy 
in the world of the 1970s we can and we should be proud and short of what the republican party has always 
been and is today but it doesn't stop here for we can and should and will be proud of what the republican 
party can become 
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republican party can become we are at a turning point in america the republican party is at a turning point we 
in the republican party and we in the united states of america are all at a turning point we must decide 
whether we shall yield to change or master it we must decide and soon whether we in the republican party 
and we in the united states can be at home and be at variants at the same time with the thrust of almost 200 
years of proud history and great achievement i say america can never be at home and abandon a friend at 
the same time so the friend be weary and halfway around the world america can never be at home and 
abandon its tradition at the same time turning from what is not what it knows to be good to what it doesn't 
know at all america can never be at home and americans can never feel at home and be any less than the 
best at the same time we are at a turning point this republican party and these united states of america the 
nation must now choose between richard nixon's belief in the value of what has gone before us and his belief 
that we can build on it and improve upon it even as those who have gone before us have done and the belief 
of george mcgovern that what is radical is always right the things that they are or ever have been are always 
wrong the nation must choose as we must ourselves each of us individually between what america is and 
can be and what america should be to some of us i for one believe mcgovern leads us in the wrong direction 
if he leads us at all so we meet today for very serious business we meet to help ourselves and to help the 
people of america decide we need to bear witness to the principles that we've adhered to 
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principles that we've adhered to and we meet above all to make out of the party what it ought to be the party 
of the people we can do it and we shall do it we have the leadership and richard nixon to make it happen we 
have what we need to have to meet our goal we have principle we have performance and we have a record 
of achievement and so we have promise the promise that the american people all of them who invite today to 
join us will join us and will join us in our cause the cause of world leadership the cause of lasting prosperity 
rooted in peace this is what we want that is what they want that is what we all want it is richard nixon's goal it 
is the goal of all of us a better america in a more peaceful world thank you very much and in that speech by 
the republican national chairman you saw the mixture of two things which will characterize the oratory at this 
convention one attacks on senator george mcgovern the democratic presidential nominee by name and that 
is not usual at conventions like this the other is a call for working together going ahead into progress uh we 
have seen that in the platform and we'll hear it in many many speeches here in miami beach congressman 
paul mccloskey of california an opponent of president nixon's on the war lost another battle here today the 
convention rules committee voted this morning not to seat a delegate from new mexico representing 
mccloskey mccloskey now will have little chance of 
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mccloskey now will have little chance of offering any kind of a personal challenge on the floor to the 
president or to his policy on vietnam rebecca bell talked to mccloskey about the reception he's been getting 
from the party and here it is congressman what are your feelings following the final rejection of your 
challenge this morning well i regret it uh but i was heartened i at least got some votes this morning out of 100 
people on the credentials committee eight or ten of the young people voted for me that i ought to have a 
bona fide delegate and that's the real issue in this convention is it going to be opened up to young people if it 
is you'll hear the expression of dissent we might save the republican party yet if enough young people join it 
do you think there'll be any further expression of dissent well i i particularly on the floor congressman yeah i 
think maybe uh two or three of those young people may raise this is a dishonest view that it's unfair for a guy 


to win one delegate out of 14 and then have 14 nixon people selected to represent my view and if they raise 
that issue uh bring it on to florida bait and they're entitled to be heard it may liven up the convention level 
what personally do you plan what further action can you participate actually in the convention well without a 
delegate i can't really express my views i'd hope to express the view against the war through a delegate to 
stop the bombing really to give equal rights for women the right of free choice and abortion some of the 
platform positions that a number of us have tried to raise you can see that helicopter up here it's kind of like 
being in saigon representative mccloskey who as you know ran against mr nixon in the primaries and did not 
very well but he came out with one delegate whom he wanted to be seated to vote for him and also to put 
him in nominations so as to get a chance to make speech none of that has worked out and mccloskey's 
delegate will be on the floor but will be in the form of a nixon supporter and the rule now is that nobody can 
be put in nomination unless he has the majority support of three states three delegations which he does not 
have 
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three delegations which he does not have so that's the end of that garrick udly is down beside the vip box at 
the edge of the hall occupied by mrs nixon yes david down here with mrs nixon mrs nixon are you going to 
be at all the sessions at this convention as many as i can make i have some other plans too to do uh various 
activities while i'm here but i want to be here because i think they're very exciting when is your husband 
coming down to florida he'll be down tomorrow and then he will speak on wednesday politics takes a lot of 
energy demands a lot of activity the campaign is coming up are you going to be involved in any of the 
campaigning for your husband oh yes indeed i've always campaigned for my husband and for a lot of other 
candidates as well this year with your trips to china to the soviet union and even a trip to africa you've been 
on the move quite a bit and it seems you're enjoying it more getting out and meeting people and doing things 
are you or do you find it a drag no i really enjoy it tremendously in fact i've always done it but i haven't had 
the coverage that i have today as wife as the president i find i get more coverage if your husband does win in 
november how do you feel about another yeah when he does say when your husband wins in november how 
do you feel about another four years in the white house well i'll welcome another four years because i want 
to see him get through all his great programs that are are still unfinished business thank you very much let's 
talk to some of the rest of the family trisha cox are you going to be doing any campaigning this fall yes i'm 
looking forward to campaigning this call as i did in 1968 with julie where do you what would you be doing 
making speeches or do you prefer just going out and shaking hands and working with party volunteers my 
favorite part about campaigning is going out and meeting the people shaking hands and all that but i think we 
will be making speeches as well so we'll try to combine the two what are you going to be doing here at the 
convention aside from sitting in this box of honor well many things for example this 
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well many things for example this morning all of us my mother and julie and i visited caucuses i visited the 
wisconsin and texas caucus we'll be doing things like that we have auto bath parties and um we talked to my 
father quite a lot on the phone he's always saying well who did you meet today and you know just keep 
seeing as many people as you can so that's what we really hope to do thank you very much here at the other 
end is a another american political family the eisenhower's are you going to be doing campaigning to both of 
you this fall um i'll be very active and david's in the navy and the hatch act forbids him from taking part in his 
politics can't even wear a button and even wear a button that's right i understand you're going off on a cruise 
soon right yes military secret as to where you're going oh no no it's a routine cruise to europe and uh we'll be 
gone for quite a few quite a while really about six seven eight months something like that where do you make 
your home now when your husband's away on on the sea we live in florida and then when he's gone i um 
hide out at the white house right at the white house right go back and see the folks again how much longer 
he's a very busy girl how much longer will you be in the navy well uh a lot of it depends her our class of 
reserves are being cut back in big numbers and so it could be anywhere from uh seven or eight months to a 
year and six months which is my commitment when you get out you have any feelings about going into 
politics one day well i haven't really thought beyond getting out thank you very much now over to tom pettitt 


i've had it with governor francis sargent of massachusetts governor you've been leading this liberal fight to 
broaden the base of the party and you're enmeshed in battle in the rules committee over the wording you've 
proposed that the uh the party delegations be representative both of the party within a state and the 
population within a state it looks like you don't have a chance in that committee doesn''t it well frankly we've 
known from the very beginning that we have a stacked deck against us but i 
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we have a stacked deck against us but i believe that we have a fighting chance we've now got 14 governors 
that i started off with since then we've picked up two more we have 16 governors and their delegation 
supporting us now i recognize this is going to be difficult to do i'm hoping that we can win in rules committee 
this afternoon if we don't i hope to take this to the floor because i believe that the republican party has got to 
broaden its base got to include other people and mustn't continue to exclude people you yourself would be 
for quotas actually no i'm not for quotas i've said from the beginning that what i think should happen is that 
the party should attempt to reflect the population mix of the state and that the convention delegates should 
likewise uh reflect the party well in that committee the southern and conservative forces this morning 
demonstrated in a test vote they clearly can table anything they want to and if your position gets tabled that 
does you out of any ability to get it to the floor does it not well we're struggling right now with the leaders of 
the various delegations to avoid uh the tabling of this measure seems to me to table if it would be the worst 
thing of all i think we ought to have an open debate have an open discussion have it on the floor of the 
convention have an argument and win or lose but to buy a parliamentary procedure to table it and have no 
debate no argument is not the way to run a party in my view now you have talked to the white house yourself 
what did they tell you they wanted to do i talked with the white house back several weeks ago before i started 
putting this coalition of governors together i was neither encouraged nor discouraged in fact i really was more 
encouraged than anything else i've since talked with clark mcgregor who was the uh chairman of the 
committee to reelect the president he felt that this would add a great deal to the convention well then you're 
not getting anywhere with all that help are you maybe they ought to stop helping you 
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stop helping you well i i didn't say that they were necessarily helping me they were not discouraging me from 
taking this action and i think they recognize as everyone else does that we've got to broaden the base of our 
party and certainly when in the state like the one i represent where we're outnumbered three to one where 
uh our legislature is three to one against us and yet still we're able to have republican governors for 10 out of 
the 12 years it means that if we do broaden the party we can have a viable two-party system in our state are 
you perhaps that may sound provincial but i think it's important to this country that we have two strong 
parties are you part of a stop agnew movement here governor no not at all this is not designed to stop agnew 
or to help anyone else it's to broaden the party to look on into the coming years for a more republican uh 
representation in the congress and hopefully in the white house so this isn't a stop uh vice president agnew 
move as far as i'm concerned it is as far as all right well some people have interpreted it in that fashion but 
this isn't my view it is my intention thank you very much sir the sergeant of massachusetts who has a lot of 
lobbying to do here this is tom pettit on the floor now to cassie mackin yes we're talking here to governor 
richard ogilvy of illinois who opposes the plan on the rules chain that would favor the small state governor 
rosalie i gather illinois has its own proposal to make this afternoon the effort to reach a compromise at our 
caucus this morning our delegation unanimously went on record in support of a resolution opposing both the 
michigan plan which is a minority report and the tower kemp plan which is the majority report on the ground 
that neither of them fairly uh represents the republican sting strength and population in illinois we have asked 
senator percy who is one of our two representatives of the rules committee and mrs hope mccormick who is 
our national committee woman to work 
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national committee woman to work to try and affect the compromise between those two positions that would 
be as i say fair to illinois how divided are the two sides in this controversy well i that's where i can describe it 
as the tower kemp the proposal would add about eight additional delegates to illinois the michigan plan 
would bring our strength from 50 up 58 up to about 101 uh which is more fairly representative in numerical 
numbers but uh the way that those delegates are selected in my opinion doesn't reflect the republican 
strength in our state what i uh meant to imply was is a compromise going to be worked out or do you think 
the two sides are locking in oh you can't really be sure i was told that the leaders of the western and 
southern states that are supporting tower kemp uh have uh just within the last several hours indicated the 
willingness at least to listen which before they would not do the big states have the votes to uh to bring about 
the compromise that you're talking about nobody really knows uh you were telling me that governor reagan 
of california is supporting tower kemp which surprises me because that would penalize california very 
substantially nobody tried to make a head count thank you very much governor ogilvie of illinois illinois has a 
compromise to offer to the compromise and they're hoping that something will be worked out so the big 
states won't suffer as much as they would under the tower kemp proposal and now to doug kaiser thank you 
cassie earlier today the republican rules committee voted that this convention be run by robert's rules of 
order and not by the house of representative rules now the now the nixon forces are trying to change that 
and one of the quips who is working to affect that change that is to have the rules committee reverse itself is 
representative peter freinnausen here what's wrong with having this convention run by robert's rules of order 
well i think part of the problem is that perhaps some members of the rules committee don't appreciate how 
difficult it would be to handle a convention with as many people as this under robert's rules i've been a 
member 
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under robert's rules i've been a member of the house for 20 years and i know that a large group of people uh 
can be unmanageable and if we would have to make decisions by majority vote or two-thirds vote if it would 
be difficult if not impossible to terminate debate on an issue we could have as chaotic a situation in some 
respects as the democrats had at their convention i would have not had a chance to talk to congressman 
ford but i would think that he would consider this a nightmare now it's a lack of discipline it's basically a 
question of how do you uh decide whether a majority or two-thirds of a group this has actually uh made a 
determination on any issue and if you had two or three votes with the necessity of a prolonged delay in 
deciding what the majority wanted uh you could have a slowdown that would put us into the wee hours of the 
morning when there would be no need for it it would give the minority people here the people who don't 
believe what the average delegates believe a chance to express themselves with it well i don't think there's 
going to be any uh lack of opportunity for an expression of opinion how did this party or a minority under the 
house how did this happen how did the slip up come well i wasn't a member of the house rules committee i 
understand that there are some persuasive senators who know the rules of the game and who have been uh 
working hard for adoption of the robert's rules but uh of course the senate in effect has no rules anyway they 
have filibusters they're accustomed to the lack of discipline and and i suppose that uh there has not been the 
equivalent uh opponent of robert's rules uh being adopted by the convention to offset that among the 108 
members of the rules committee you believe the committee will reverse itself well we're certainly working 
hard to that end thank you very much talking with representative peter freeman heisen who believes that the 
committee will reverse itself the rules committee and give the president and the officials of this convention 
the sort of rules they want to operate under now back to the move frailing heisen makes his argument on the 
basis of logic 
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makes his argument on the basis of logic and rationality the managers at this convention make that same 
argument on the basis of prime time for the acceptance speeches and it looks as though robert's rules of 
orders may not really be the rules of this convention we'll be back after this word from galton in its opening 
hour the convention has been conducting such routine businesses electing its officers including temporary 
chairman and so on temporary chairman is governor reagan of california who has not yet appeared here but 


he will tonight will speak also speaking tonight our senator goldwater plus three not one but three short 
keynote speeches the republicans are here now in full force democrats have come and gone now the 
republicans they were told today by the head of the miami beach hotel and restaurant association that while 
they're glad to have the conventions they don't find them to be all that enthralling because at this time of year 
the hotels cut their rates by about half and they're always filled up anyway and there is the usual uh 
complaint by some of the employees that whatever party is in town the other party is better is a better tipper 
we don't know what the truth is than that and it is impossible to find out those are always private transactions 
anyway they figure that they will in time benefit from it mainly because of all the television exposure in any 
case the convention's routine business is now being carried on edwin newman is ready with an interview with 
two delegates ed a david the delegates uh may be the youngest delegates at the convention suzanne 
bakshin of the district of columbia who is 18 thomas hogan of florida who is 18. i think i'd like to begin with 
spection by asking you why are you a republican there is a general impression that young 
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there is a general impression that young people more or less tend to become democrats um well i guess for 
about two years i've been studying the different policies and studying a lot of history and i feel that i nixon's 
done a very you know one of the best jobs he can possibly do and i've been in dc a long time and been 
around a lot of politicians and i think i think i agree with most of what he's doing and i guess that's the main 
reason you didn't come you didn't come to it for any family reason no i um at one point had totally rejected 
my family reasoning and the republican view and they are very strong and had living in dc getting a very 
liberal outlook and i think i've kind of come down to a little bit of both and yet i guess it is much it's more 
conservative than nobody what about you tom hogan why are you a republican well i think uh that when you 
look at the issues and so forth that the republican party has always seems to be more on the conservative 
side of the issue and while in this election it seems that the democratic candidates are even uh going so far 
as to approach a uh uh so such a liberal stand that it almost approaches socialism and while in the south and 
florida especially most people are democrats yet they are conservative which doesn't seem to coincide with 
the national policies but i think they're just democrats due to uh heritage more than anybody you regard 
yourself as a conservative yes or small c conservative why are you a conservative i think because it 
disagrees with most liberal standards i mean what let me put it this way what is it you'd like to accomplish in 
politics well i i'd like to see more men like president nixon and senator gurney and john tower and so forth 
and i like to republicans regain control of the senate and the house representative but with what in mind what 
policy objectives well um the way i understand a lot of central mcgovern's 
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central mcgovern's views that he wants to become more of an isolationist and i think that while we should um 
be careful what we get into i think we should try to not not control the world but get in the world and support 
peace but do it with a you know the idea that america america first and a true patriotism type of attitude uh 
abortion is uh abortion is a very big issue miss banksy and what's what is your position on that i definitely 
support an abortion because i think it's a there's been a lot of talk about population control and i think this is a 
very effective answer i mean it's not a total answer and there are people who talk about well you're 
murdering your child but um i can't see an embryo as a child yet and i've seen an unwanted child i think 
perhaps might be worse than one good what about liberalization of laws on marijuana and drugs generally 
well where do the two of you stand on that well i i don't i can't put marijuana and drugs generally in the same 
thing i think there's got to be a change in the laws on marijuana i think they're much too severe i think the 
research that's been done on marijuana has shown it to be not as harmful and uh i just don't think there's any 
reason for the laws where they are what about you tom hogan i feel that marijuana is uh uh should not be 
legalized however i think the laws should be um unified and all be the same possibly not as harsh but i think 
just the same as liquor is not legal for a minor i don't think marijuana should be legal for anyone because 
perhaps it does lead to harder drugs and i think further studying needs to be done on it thank you tom thank 
you suzanne tom hogan's design backstreet 18 year old delegates now here's ron nelson at the doral [Music] 


the doral beach hotel is the headquarters of vice president agnew staff at this convention as well as being 
the headquarters of the committee to re-elect the president actually agnew hasn't been here at all his staff is 
here as press secretary mrs 
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his staff is here as press secretary mrs agnew has come here and spent some time with the staff but the vice 
president is staying at a mystery estate somewhere south of miami and it's a mystery because absolutely 
nobody will tell where he is it's at somebody's private estate and the closest his staff will come to telling 
where he is is to say that the estate is owned by someone whose first name is ed and that's all the 
information we can get about where he is actually vice president agnew uh his activities are being reported to 
some extent he played tennis this morning according to his press secretary this afternoon he is at that 
mystery estate and he's working on the acceptance speech he will deliver to the republican convention 
tonight he's going to a party at another estate in the same area called biscaya used to be the estate of a rich 
man who gave it to the state as an art gallery and it's used for things like this party tonight it's a party given 
for the vice president and his wife by the florida republican committee the hosts for this convention he also 
went to a party last night for young republicans three thousand young republicans who have come to the 
convention from all over the country uh very few of them are actually delegates but they're here as sort of 
spectators and routers and cheerleaders and that's about all we know about what vice president agnew is 
doing this is ron nessen at the doral beach hotel and now back to the convention center this is tom pettit on 
the floor of the convention with two republican governors robert ray of iowa tom mccall of oregon gentlemen 
you've both been associated with this movement uh in the quota direction that is not specifically toward 
allocations of various ethnic groups or women or young people but towards setting up some system by which 
the party will open its doors more widely to different people governor ray this has been cast as a large state 
versus small state liberal versus conservative north versus 
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liberal versus Conservative north versus south how do you cast it well i don't think it has much to do with any 
part of that i think what is important is that we make sure that we don't just talk about this being a party of the 
open door but that we do something about it we've done that in the state of iowa we have good demographic 
representation and i'm convinced that all states can do that without quotas we don't favor quotas we want the 
party to actually literally be open for all people but we have to have some kind of prodding and some kind of 
pressure to keep the party moving in the right direction and if they take that language out of the rules the 
language that we have presently and weaken that particular rule i think we're going to see this just drift and 
it's going to be unfortunate for the republican party but now the present rule the one from 1968 says the party 
must take positive action they took that out and said they're just going to try harder why is this committee on 
rules why is the machinery of the party so resistant to the kind of change you say is healthy for well i really 
can't explain it it's something you fight in political parties all the time it's that resistance to change yet here 
we're operating uh very happily with those two words that now they object to now they say that it might 
create a problem if some delegation would go to the courts and that it would be difficult to explain just what 
was positive action what was it i think that's a very minor concern i think what is important is that all states 
have some kind of a program where they bring women and youth and minorities into the party and i'm not 
satisfied with anything less than that governor mccall this has been cast as an anti-agnew action in some 
quarters and it clearly does have some implications of who will control the nominating convention in 1976. 
now you've not been noticeably fond of mr agnew how does that fit into this fight over the rules well i'm quite 
fond of him this year but i really think uh tom that one one of the important 
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tom that one one of the important questions is this i don't believe in quotas i think every voice in my state 
should be represented this convention but that doesn't mean that every mouth and every segment of the 
society of my state has to be here and i think if we've had this rule on the book since 1968 to say now that 


we really don't mean you ought to enforce it is a step backwards we're saying let's start closing the door let's 
become more exclusionary and i think that for any party to raise this sort of a proclamation that we're now 
going to be a tighter controlled corporation as far as broad membership is concerned is suicidal well it's 
clearly the southern leadership that wants to maintain the status quo at least in the rules committee how do 
you feel about that business of the southern states getting a disproportionate share of power in these 
conventions well i have to simply go on the one-man one-vote proposition and if there's a sizable segment 
that is not being heard then we are defeating the ends of democracy and the convention becomes a mockery 
so i'm not going to attack the southern position head on but i think that speaks to my feeling about it one of 
the new york people was saying that if the party doesn't change it will remain the party of sectionalism is that 
part of what's at stake here well governor ray has been more profoundly involved than i have i'm just thinking 
of in terms of my state we have a very interesting thing in our state and listen to this the more you put 
machinery in the more you take away the democracy in our election we vote for all our delegates except for 
in open elections and in open election we don't get the mixture that we should have to have a representative 
election so now we're going to have to enforce as our people say a special mechanism which is anti- 
democratic in a sense but i think it's worth working on the mechanism to get a representative delegation you 
see time you've made an effort and 
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you see time you've made an effort and if the people select another slate of delegates you have positive 
action however and so those that would argue against the positive action in this rule are really not being very 
fair about it because the truth of the matter is if you have a program and if you make the effort and if the 
voters turn away from it you've at least got some good faith and you can go come into the convention four 
years from now and i think have no problem if they're going to get rid of the rule get rid of it honestly don't try 
to gut it and let it die on the floor you're for a full floor debate then no i didn't i mean just let it don't let it die on 
the ground is that a little clearer really you treat it i'm not sure it is would you run that by me again no i i say if 
you're going to try to fish it destroy the rule do it friendly and have it eliminated have it repealed instead of 
doing through the back door uh what amounts to anesthesia on a very important route best thing to do is to 
strengthen it i think we ought to think this over a minute let's go over to gary guthley tom the dispute over the 
new rules which will govern the enforcement of delegates at the next republican convention has been 
described as a dispute between big states and small states well it isn't really that simple and an example of 
that is fred look at the national committeeman from rhode island which is not exactly a big state mr lipitt i 
understand you oppose the present proposal for the apportionment delegates which she said would favor 
conservatives and small states why do you since you're from rhode island i supported the powers proposal 
which was the original subcommittee proposal which would give the majority of votes in the convention to 
where republican voters actually are and not the states which cast a relatively low republican vote you give 
votes to new york and california michigan ohio illinois etc well and some many small states which also cast a 
solid republican vote but would tend to not put them in mississippi and louisiana who do not cast a large 
republican vote or hardly any republican vote except for president is that also hurting your own state rhode 
island and yourself no we do we lose nothing proportionately on this and we'll pick up delegates 
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on this and we'll pick up delegates either way but the fact that you do oppose it doesn't this indicate that this 
is also an ideological dispute because you yourself are a moderate or perhaps even a liberal republican and 
you just mentioned that you don't look with favor on the prospect of louisiana and other southern states 
having a larger voice at the next convention well i think it's it's uh i don't look at favor on that i think we we're 
really looking to the future of the rhode island part par republican party and of what kind of a candidate we're 
going to have in 1976 well the name that's mentioned most of us is vice president spiro i do who was backed 
by a number of conservatives here could you yourself back vice president agnew for the presidency well i will 
certainly back whoever the convention in 1976 nominates for the presidency but i think we're a long way for 
having to decide that problem there are great many very prominent leaders coming along and and i don't 
think we have to decide that problem now but if the present rules go through in 1976 wouldn't the 


apportionment of delegates there tend to favor vice president agnew at least as far as we can tell now that 
would depend really on how many states were carried by the president this fall but it would favor i think the 
southern states if they are consumed to be agnew states would have a larger proportion but i think this is the 
importance of this shouldn't be taken out of context if we have a real leader who carries primaries all over the 
country he's going to be the nominee regardless of what states have the largest say in the delegates thank 
you very much talking to fred lippett of rhode island now over to cassie mackin this is charles llanock lanigan 
the chairman of the new york state delegation who is leading the fight for the big states or one of the leaders 
of the fight for the big states in the rules controversy mr lanigan now what kind of compromise are you trying 
to work out at this point well let me say that i don't consider i'm leading the fight for the big states i feel that 
we are leading a fight for equity and the allocation formula uh for the for determining delegates of the 
convention and we are fighting uh for a broad uh republican party with a future as a nation national party 
rather than a sectional 
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national party rather than a sectional type party we're working hard in our area and talking to delegates and 
hopefully we'll be able to talk with the those who represent the minority majority report to the convention on 
some compromise it will be fair uh both to the the small states uh the southern states and also fair to the 
middle sized states and the large states and naturally this is a hard-fought battle because it determines what 
delegates who uh each state will be allowed in the convention in 1976. mr lanigan what is behind this is it 
really agnew people versus people who want a liberal candidate in 76 is that what's happening well it's not 
entirely that although i suppose there are some in that i wouldn't have any objection to spiro agno as the 
candidate in 1976 should he be truly the choice of the majority of republicans but that won't happen if you 
have a formula that in a sense is rigged uh because of the circumstances this year to benefit uh the southern 
states and uh states that are always voting with that particular wing of the party uh this this will happen this 
time normally a formula that gave bonus delegates for uh succeeding for republican presidential candidate 
the south would be completely out of the ball game this time because mcgovern is the candidate and i don't 
think his mother would vote for him if she lived in mississippi uh the rep the southern states are almost 
guaranteed bonus delegates under the plan that they have here where there's got to be some sort of a 
balance and we're going to work hard to try to achieve it is there going to be a floor fight i'm hopeful that uh 
reason will prevail and that we will not have to have a poor fight the battle that our group has staged we won 
an upset in our subcommittee meeting in the rules but from that point on we were in a very much 
disadvantaged position of having votes against us on a one-state one-vote basis we lost that was what we 
faced in the 
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we lost that was what we faced in the rules committee that's what we face in the national committee that's 
what we're going to face on a two per state uh in the rules committee of the convention so our only chance is 
to fight on the floor if we can't get reason to prevail even then we're going to fight on a formula that the court 
has declared to be inequitable thank you uh charles lanigan the chairman of the new york delegation and 
now to doug kiker at the republican party's convention eight years ago this was a very important man his 
name is cliff white and he was senator goldwater's campaign manager one of the ways mr white got the got 
the nomination for mr gold or senator goldwater was by rounding up delegates from small states western 
states and then uh swapping the convention with them now with the so-called miami compromise mr white it 
is said that it will leave the power of the party predominantly in the hands of small state conservatives and 
perhaps pave the way for the nomination of vice president agnew in 1976 do you see it that way no i think 
the question of delegate selection is obviously one of opening up the party as circumstances change we 
have to have more delegates and then you have to try to apportion them so that you have a fair 
representation but essentially delegates are people and i don't think that you divide them up that much in 
terms of their predispositions uh their ideology their beliefs their concerns and therefore my point of view i 
think what we need is what president nixon has said we're doing opening up the party trying to broaden it 
we've been a small party the republican party has been the minority party for quite a few years now and i 


think we're in the process of opening it up and the formula should be worked out on that basis let me ask you 
this it is said of the 64 nomination that a minority of the delegates representing a minority of the republican 
party succeeded in nominating senator goldwater well let's just take that as a premise and let's just say that 
the miami compromise is adopted and you had another senator goldwater using the miami compromise of 
delegate 
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using the miami compromise of delegate selection could you place him in nomination the process of placing 
anyone in nomination is very very simple and fundamental and it can be done by anyone it's understanding 
the rules know what they are applying them get as many people as possible to participate in the process and 
you'll secure delegate and your premise is inaccurate if you will forgive me that we had a majority of the 
delegates and we had them from every state in the union every single state thank you very much talking to 
cliff white who was in the gold waters campaign manager now back to the booth thank you during that series 
of interviews we've got an idea of what the one at the moment anyway the one single point of dispute is 
excuse me here in the republican convention and likely the one point of dispute there will be during these 
three days of republicans meetings we'll hear more about them as it goes along aside from that it seems that 
it will be a smooth well-financed well-organized well-planned convention and campaign as an example of that 
the republicans have in their headquarters a huge computer in it they have put every ugly word said during 
the primaries by every democrat about every other democrat and so when the campaign begins and they 
need some kind of unflattering material all they need to do is push a button and outpost a muddy little pool of 
criticism ugly remarks and so on made by one democrat about another which they may find very useful in the 
campaign we'll be back in a moment after this message from golf nbc news continues its coverage of the 
1972 republican national convention brought to you by the gulf oil 
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corporation what's been going on here this afternoon at the first session of the republican national 
convention in 1972 has been the welcoming speeches some of which we heard the adoption of convention 
rules the election of a temporary chairman and vice chairman from various presentations that are going on 
now including a presentation of the gold convention badge to dick herman who's the vice chairman on the 
committee on arrangements and who worked very hard to set it all up there will be more convention business 
after this session ends it's scheduled to end about three o'clock eastern time uh at four o'clock the rules 
committee will take up again the as yet undecided and somewhat abrasive question of who gets to sit at the 
republican convention in 1976 we've heard a lot about that today the committee on rules will meet in the 
eden rock hotel and the cafe pompeii rebecca bell of our staff has been at the fontainebleau hotel in miami 
beach that's convention headquarters for the republicans and she has a report for us now at the republican 
headquarters hotel today the democrat who will second the nomination for president nixon held a news 
conference and the republican who is perhaps the president's most vocal critic congressman paul mccloskey 
dropped by to ask for passes to attend the convention mrs ann meyer the wife of the democratic mayor of 
milwaukee said she is proud to second the nomination of president nixon she said she feels that the 
democratic candidates do not understand the problems of the cities and she said president nixon in her 
words has done such a good job on our foreign soils congressman paul mccloskey after losing his battle this 
morning to regain a delegate that would voice his views on the floor dropped by the republican main suite to 
pick up two congressional passes which he is entitled to as a congressman to attend the convention he said 
his role for the next few days will be largely that of spectator 
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largely that of spectator the first family meanwhile spent much of the day attending caucuses and there was 
a breakfast also for republican candidates that's exactly what's been going on at the republican headquarters 
hotel this is rebecca bell nbc news the hotels along the beach are quite different for the republican 
convention than they were for the democratic convention the dorrell hotel was mcgovern headquarters a 


month ago and many of you i'm sure will recall the half hour during which senator mcgovern talked with sds 
and other demonstrators in the lobby of that hotel uh the republican committee to the committee to elect the 
president whose name is nixon they never mentioned that has taken over the dorrell hotel and security is so 
tight over there that we've been saying it looks like something out of a james bond movie somebody the 
other day remarked that security was so tight at the doral hotel that it was harder for the republicans to get 
into the hotel than into the offices they are seeking this fall we heard in one of our interviews a moment ago 
governor mccall of oregon asked about the prospect of nominating vice president agnew for president four 
years from now and asked tom pettit said to him you have not been a notoriously open in your support of 
agnet not notoriously fond of them mccole said well i'm fond of agnew this year i've been thinking about that 
and wondering what he meant does he mean that he was not fond of him last year or may not be fond of him 
four years from now i think with the governor mccall that could be true in both instances i think he could 
thank you very much no i think what he means is that the vice president has uh to use a phrase from the 
1968 campaign lowered his voice uh considerably there have been a number 
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uh considerably there have been a number of authenticated reports that uh the republicans and the white 
house have decided that the vice president ought to speak in easier and gentler terms in this political year 
there are 26 points ahead in the polls why make waves and so the vice president has in fact been making 
quite reasonable speeches and i think that's probably why governor paul says i can support him this year 
okay tom pettit has another report for us now david here's a man who i think will have no problem supporting 
mr agnew for the presidency in 76 clark reed of mississippi the state chairman and one of the architects of 
the southern strategy and the rules committee you would have no problem with mr agnew as the presidential 
candidate in 76. i would have no problem mr agnew or anyone of his and ms nixon philosophy how do you 
define the philosophy that motivates your resistance to the kinds of change the liberals are pushing on you 
here well the only change they seem to be interested in is one that would shift the convention strength of the 
to next overwhelming uh amount to the big states the big eastern states primarily they would gain about 20 
percent under their plan and it would eliminate the influence of the small states i think you would end the real 
difference in two-party system i don't think you'd ever see another candidate like nixon nominated if they 
were successful in doing this what difference does it make to you if they get a greater percentage of power 
related to their population isn't that kind of the fair way to do things well that's if you believe in one man vote 
one vote uh strictly that is correct but i don't believe in one man one vote i believe in the electoral system that 
is not one man one vote i would like a proportionate somewhat in line with electoral college let's face it you 
have a certain amount of power disproportionate to your actual voting strength isn't that correct that's true 
just like alaska has two 
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that's true just like alaska has two senators new york has two senators nobody's trying to change that except 
the other side that's right well now they're trying to do it that's right and this is uh the majority of this 
convention i've accomplished not for this uh it's a philosophical argument it's it's to set the thing up where 
they can nominate a candidate would be more acceptable to in the states that don't traditionally care for the 
president like massachusetts a good state for good people but they're not normally republican states you 
think they want somebody other than agnew in 76 is about well that's i don't think getting you per se is the 
issue they want someone like uh to use names like senator percy maybe governor sergeant massachusetts 
the people that don't represent the mainstream of this party you think that some of the people pushing the 
reform have some presidential aspirations of their own visa i've seen i think i think we've detected that yeah 
and you're also pressing uh elephants like lettuce badges on people down here i see let's try to lighten up the 
atmosphere around here we think the lettuce people had kind of a hard time the last convention and we'd like 
to help them along though well here it is do they grow a lot of lettuce down there in mississippi no i don't we 
don't grow any i know except in the garden we just we just thought it'd be interesting to uh offset the bad club 
esther the poor lettuce people had at the last convention clark reed of mississippi this is tom pettitt now to 
gary cutley down here with tom evans the co-chairman of the republican national committee mr evans has 


been a lot of talk about the possibility or the probability as it stands now the floor fight tomorrow over the 
rules the apportionment of delegates at the 76 convention liberals versus conservatives is this going to 
happen i don't know mr utley whether we'll have a floor fight i would not be opposed to a discussion on the 
floor and a vote because i think that's part of the political process but naturally we're we're interested in 
working out a compromise i'm not taking one side or the other i don't think i should as co-chair of the 
republican national committee what is the national committee then proposing well i'm proposing a a principle 
i'd like to see us fully incorporate the incentive principle as 
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incorporate the incentive principle as far as how delegate selection is concerned that means bonuses to 
states which go republican that means bonuses to states that go republican and and attaching significance 
yes to the president's race that's very important and i i believe personally that you should attach more 
significance to that but also attaching some significance to a republican governor republican united states 
senator that's also important for party billing in the future but the question is can you get agreement for this 
will clark reed a conservative from mississippi with whom tom pettitt was just speaking will he agree to this 
you know i don't know i've talked to clark before i i don't think clark is opposed to the principle of giving some 
weight to a republican governor a republican united states senator and i don't think chuck percy is from 
illinois opposed to that principle senator percy has told me privately that he certainly uh is not opposed to it 
clark reed has told me privately that he's not opposed to it thank you very much talking to tom evans of the 
republican national committee who is confident or hopes to believe that they can reach a compromise now 
over to cassie mackin this is congressman thomas railsback who is the honorary chairman of an informal 
group in washington congressmen and senators who started republican party reform congressman what 
would happen to your reform movement if the small states plan carries here in the rules change i i would say 
that it would probably have an adverse effect although uh really the 13 recommendations that we made for 
delegate selection reform are not are really not related to this uh big battle going on uh in respect to the 
delicate delegate allocation formula but isn't this the whole opening up of the republican party i i must say 
that uh i think that you are right in other words if we don't have some kind of a fair and equitable plan then i 
think we're going to be hurting thank you very much congressman thomas rails back and now to douglas 
biker 
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well we're down here with congressman leslie ahrens from the state of illinois who is also the uh house whip 
the minority whip i know you think that president nixon is going to win in illinois but uh do you think he's going 
it's going to be a landslide there well there's never evidence that can be an overwhelming victory and 
whether you want to term at the landslide or not i don't know but a lot of us anticipate we're going to have a 
probably such a victory in november that there's a real possibility that not only could we carry the senate but 
likewise the house you think you could regain control of the house of representatives that's really possible 
because i've been in congress for a number of years and i've been there when we have turned over more 
than 40 seats and we need 35 in the house 39 to be exact to take control the 218 required number you think 
there's no danger of complacency no i don't think there is i i've never seen the members of congress so 
intent on wanting to work in other words we're in this position we know we know we're going to get the 
president reelected but we without the tools he can't do the kind of a job he wants to do that's been our hold 
up in the last couple of years so now if we can get the house and the senate and they need buck five in the 
senate it would make a working team that could really do the things that have to be done in this great country 
of ours thank you very much talking with congressman leslie aarons who says that the republicans can win 
big and maybe recapture control of the house and the senate now to the podium where i believe senator 
dominic is speaking as the nominee on the democratic presidential ticket began gaining strength in the 
primaries that's senator peter dominic of colorado the chairman of the committee to elect republican senators 
talking about the chances of doing that this fall especially the congressional candidates started ducking for 
cover and as we watched the nominating procedure in this city last year their last week i should say or last 
month and the unnominating process that followed that 
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followed that more and more people republicans democrats and independents began to communicate to us 
their total at what had happened and their desire to ensure that responsible leadership was firmly entrenched 
in the white house and in congress now ladies and gentlemen we have the opportunity for the first time in 18 
years to give a republican president the support he needs from a republican congress support support which 
has been hampered since 1969 by democratic committee chairman and by the politically inspired foot 
dragging of the democratic senators who have been running for the presidency president nixon has 
accomplished a great deal in his four years in the white house but the fact remains that too much of the 
legislation sent by the administration to congress is either languishing in the capital on the hill and on the 
committees or has merged so scarred and so tattered that it is virtually unrecognizable now government 
reorganization is an example revenue sharing welfare reform emergency strike legislation all of these 
programs offering relief for literally millions of americans are remaining holed up in the democratically 
controlled committees of congress for much too long we need to send congress to congress men who are 
committed to the principles and the promises of our party our party who will embody them once we 
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our party who will embody them once we gain control of congress in the legislation which we need to pass 
ladies and gentlemen the days of multi-billion dollar packages of cure-alls which in reality of bureaucratic 
nightmares with empty promises must end and we must have the opportunity to call a hall to the approach of 
big government this year in 1972 as never before the people of this country are crying out for responsive 
government at every level and sound money policies which will place the resources in the hands of those 
who can best meet the needs of the people this year as never before we in the republican party can respond 
to the growing desire of the majority of the people that we put an end to the philosophy that nothing can be 
done right unless it is done in washington that we put an end to the promises and expensive pipe dreams 
this year we can go home from this great city and go to work to elect a republican majority in the senate for 
1973. we have one of the finest groups of incumbent senators running for re-election that i've ever had the 
pleasure of working with there are 16 of them and our challengers and those who are running for the vacant 
seats are running aggressive well-organized campaigns in some cases against extremely tough opposition 
from incumbent democratic senators so now do we take over the senate 
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so now do we take over the senate i leave it to you assuming that we retain all of those cease which we now 
hold which is a good assumption we need just five seats just five seats and there are 14 democratic seats up 
for election i believe we can do it i think we're running ahead and they are running away from their 
democratic presidential nominee what we need to do we need to show wherever we go that this is a party 
without leadership that we will give them the leadership and if they'll come to our side we will then be able to 
do something to prevent this country from being overrun by programs which make no sense programs which 
do not fit the needs of the people and programs which we as republicans don't want run hard run in every 
race and when you get to the polls ladies and gentlemen don't give the president just one vote giving three 
votes giving one for himself one for your republican senator and one for your republican congressman and 
we can take control i have with me today on the platform five only five of our challenges i want to introduce 
them to you first from the great state of south dakota a man who will make a wonderful senator unlike some 
others that i know for the 
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unlike some others that i know for the great state of south dakota south dakota takes this opportunity to 
assure you that we will do for our junior senator what he did for senator tom eagleton will be behind him one 
thousand percent from the great state of new mexico our neighbor we have a very very fine candidate paula 
mayor of albuquerque former candidate for governor overwhelming winner in the primary for the senatorial 
campaign pete domenici thank you very much let's all win thanks to you for the great state of west virginia 


we have our great senator state senator louise leonard thank you thank you very much senator as i joined 
with everyone in knowing that this is going to be the greatest republican year of all and remember it's up to 
you in 72 so let's win win win thank you and from our great state of alabama we're about to send up a 
republican senator who can represent that state of the nixon administration reblog and for the great state of 
virginia we have that excellent congressman bill scott you can depend on virginia doing its part to see that 
we have a republican senate to work with president nixon thank you 
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ladies and gentlemen just remember three votes one connection one for your senator on the republican side 
and one for your congressman and we'll take the whole congress this year thank you that's senator peter 
dominic asking the delegates to support and voters to vote for republican senatorial candidates it doesn't 
look now to the realists even in the white house that the republicans will be able to take control of the 
congress they would need to hold every seat they've got and win 39 from the democrats to do that however 
in the senate they only need five and if there should be a landslide for president nixon this fall it's certainly 
possible that the republicans for the first time since 1954 could control the u s senate we'll be back after this 
word from golf coverage of the 1972 republican national convention brought to you by the gulf oil corporation 
[Music] here in the miami beach convention hall just before we left we heard senator dominic of colorado 
urging the republicans and anyone else willing to take his advice to vote not only for president nixon but also 
for republican candidates for the senate and the house and give the president he said the cooperation and 
help of a republican congress which he has not had in fact a few republican presidents lately have had it the 
democrats have had control of congress through most of the this generation in fact um the convention at the 
moment has been in 
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the convention at the moment has been in a sort of the head of what is it a musical interlude ago being 
entertained by ray block and his makes you want to reinominate nixon and agnew music no it's the 
republican symphony to say that yes sir all right and the final bit of business at final business at today's 
afternoon session is a tribute to the last previous public republican president president eisenhower with some 
remarks on tape by mrs eisenhower they'll be coming along shortly we have had very little difficulty so far the 
republicans have had with demonstrators at this convention there are a number of them in town and you will 
see some of them now marching through miami beach on their way to an area set aside for them uh as a 
demonstration site the police in miami beach under its that force has a very famous police chief rocky 
pomerantz have been very very careful about handling the demonstrators here there was a demonstration of 
some local severity last night in front of the headquarters hotel but no arrests were made even though uh the 
demonstrators knocked down the president of pepperdine college who was wearing he said a rented tuxedo 
and was not any kind of a big shot himself they did tear some of the clothing there the police and the state 
police moved in and moved the demonstrators away and there were no arrests the city of miami beach is 
very very anxious not to have any trouble caused inadvertently by troubles between the police and the 
demonstrators and uh this they point out they're going to have a better record than chicago had in 1968 and 
that wasn't the case during the 1968 democratic convention in chicago there were 680 arrests and 1 381 
protesters policemen and bystanders were injured 
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policemen and bystanders were injured the democratic convention held here in miami beach in 1972 resulted 
in only two arrests one of them for assault after a protester tried repeatedly to kiss a miami policeman that 
now uh i think we're going back to the roster we meet in convention this year for the first time in 20 years 
provide deprived of the council wisdom and buoyant leadership of dwight d eisenhower we pay tribute to him 
today to begin this tribute it is my honor to introduce secretary of state william p rogers secretary rogers was 


a Close friend of ike and having served as attorney general in the second eyes in our administration he has 
special knowledge and understanding of the man and the vision of america he held i give you the honorable 
william p rogers secretary of state okay 
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[Music] mr chairman ladies and gentlemen today we mark a very special anniversary in the history of the 
republican party 20 years ago in chicago the republican convention nominated dwight eisenhower as its 
candidate for president of the united states [Music] i know that many of us have memories of that campaign 
one of mine is the old ike button everybody had a button that said i like [Music] ike and dwight eisenhower 
showed up with his button that said i like mimi the i like button had a special significance i believe he had 
commanded the mightiest armed force ever assembled and he was revered as one of the great american 
heroes nevertheless it was revealing that the american people thought of him and spoke of him as ike not all 
americans had the privilege of meeting him but they all felt as if they knew him they felt as if he were one of 
them i am one of who did have the privilege of knowing him i had the high honor of serving him i learned 
firsthand that duty 
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i learned firsthand that duty patriotism and honor were not mere words to dwight eisenhower they were his 
life those of us who were members of the eisenhower cabinet saw the president in many moves he had a 
sense of humor and he was considerate he was reflective but he also was decisive at a time of crisis he had 
the coolest head in the room but i can confirm the rumors that he had a temper he could get angry but he 
could not hate and he was puzzled by those who could perhaps this real greatness lay in that fact he was 
strong enough not to hate he was a strong man in the very deepest sense of the word but he also was a 
good man and i think this is why up until the time of his death long after he left public life he remained the 
most admired man in the world he came as president nixon said from the spiritual heart of america as the 
world saw him he also came from the hearts of americans he represented the best in what the world saw in 
us and what we all suppose ourselves to be all over the world they shared our love and respect for him as 
one who has traveled throughout the world much in these last three and a half years i can tell you that the 
memory of dwight eisenhower is very fresh and alive he is still remembered with respect and affection 
whatever he touched he made better 
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whatever he touched he made better as a soldier he provided an image of the american fighting man that is 
still honored around the world he brought a standard of dignity and prestige to his office dwight eisenhower 
reflected all that is best in america and america became a better place because of dwight eisenhower not 
long before he died i visited general eisenhower at walter reed hospital in washington on a dark and gloomy 
day although the doctors told me he was quite uncomfortable he never let on he was interested in all that 
was happening as i left and as this was taking me to the elevator i noticed out the window that the weather 
was still there i said to her for some reason another i thought the weather had cleared up she said no mr 
rogers that was just ike's smile because he was one of the giants of this incredible century we tend to think of 
him only as a giant waging a war winning a war ending another war and waiting working for peace he said in 
one of his books as i look over my shoulder the landscape of memory is dominated by ridges and peaks of 
crisis but he also said there were calm and happy hours there was time to write to reflect to paint and to 
enjoy his family when he left the white house he and mamie went to their farm in 
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he and mamie went to their farm in gettysburg pennsylvania because of his varied services to this country it 
was the first home they ever owned and it was there with mamie that he spent some of the calmest and 

happiest hours of all she has invited us there today to share some of her thoughts and memories with us still 
i want to thank you for allowing me to come down and join all our many friends at the convention all over the 


united states as they pay a tribute to my beloved ii sort of like to have you all come and sit here on the porch 
with me where i can i spent so many happy hours and where we can sit and look out at the green and trees 
and the grass and bang us cattle still up here in the fields and then i want to tell you a little story about the 
night at walter reed before um mr nixon was inaugurated ike called him up to wish him well good luck and at 
the end of the conversation i could see the tears in his eyes and he said this is the last time that i can ever 
call you dick tomorrow it'll be mr president he was very proud of mr nixon and if ever i had a disciple certainly 
it was mr nixon now i'd like to pay a little a bit of conversation 
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conversation to the dis staff part of the family pat nixon woman i think is a wonderfully warm affectionist one 
marvelous woman who has raised two mighty fine girls one of course as you know i know well i think we 
should be very proud to have her representing the distaff part of the family now i don't like the quote i too 
often but i remember seeing saying to me many times four years is not long enough for any president to try 
to put together what he wants for this country the good of this country or trying to carry out his campaign 
promises he needs all of eight years to do this so let's all get behind mr nixon and see that he is re-elected 
for that other four years and thank you very much a tribute to the general eisenhower with some words there 
from uh mamie eisenhower well known to all republicans and it gave us a chance to look at some of the 
projection screens the elaborate projection screens the republicans have set up here in the miami beach 
convention hall we saw some today we'll see much more use of these screens in the sessions to come we'll 
be back after this word from gulp 
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[Music] the afternoon session of the first session of the republicans here this afternoon is about to wind up 
they'll be back tonight with keynote speeches speech by governor reagan of california a speech by senator 
goldwater of arizona and then they will be often running toward the fall election in that they were telling us 
today that they are planning to change the slogan they have been using so widely which surely by now you 
have seen the slogan has been re-elect the president not using mr nixon's name simply using those three 
words they're now planning to change it to now more than ever that has already begun to appear on 
billboards here in south florida and again without mr nixon's name on it the admin they have hired to consult 
on these arcane and black magic questions say the slogan is more positive that it suggests the idea of not 
changing horses in midstream which was used i think during the roosevelt campaigns in the 40s during the 
war and it is also they say a subtle jab at the mcgovern campaign and what they regard as the democrats 
radicalism now that they have nominated mcgovern we need nixon more than ever is the point they are 
making in their slope john we're getting a little more information on the quarrel that's broken out here over the 
use of the house of representatives rules of order as opposed to robert's rules of order the conventions rules 
committee today said let's not use the old house system but let's go to robert's rules of order which is used in 
most small parliamentary meetings around the country one of the women who delegates who voted for that 
mrs thelma rogers of north carolina and her view is interesting and it does represent the view of a number of 
delegates she said she had attended five conventions and she was getting a little 
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conventions and she was getting a little tired of house members throwing their weight around she says 
because they were the only ones who understood the house rules of order it was absolutely impossible said 
mrs rogers to know what they were doing when they were manipulating under their rules it made me feel 
inadequate that change that was made today could change the the schedule of this convention it will be 
ratified by the full convention tomorrow now we're going down to garrett gutley john during the tribute to 
president eisenhower a very important meeting was going was being held under the podium here in a small 
room attending it were three gentlemen one is charles lanigan the chairman of the new york state delegation 
a second was clark reed of mississippi leader of the conservatives in the dispute over the apportionment of 
delegates at the 1976 republican convention and the third was thomas evans co-chairman of the republican 


national committee acting as peacemaker what happened at this meeting have we found a compromise 
solution to the dispute well over the past few days there have been all sorts of discussions uh informally and 
formally between groups to see if we could find some uh suitable compromise that would eliminate the 
necessity of those of us who were representing the interests of uh we feel the whole republican party as well 
as the largest states let's say also the more moderate or liberal wing of the party i guess i guess that would 
be fair uh uh a proposal would be fair to watch that we could accept and that the the southern group was 
primarily dominated by the south at this meeting did you make a proposal yes i had already uh just 
previously heard of some further proposals that they've made that are uh almost as gross as the tower 
proposal which would uh really decimate the republican party what did you propose well we took some 
elements from the tower plan that's the present system no no that'll be the presence of the future convention 
in 1976 right plan that the south is proposing we took their uh 
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their uh formula where you would take two times the electoral vote add two which helps the small states then 
we added our incentive to do a good job for governor president senator and congressman at the district level 
which would benefit all the states not just the northern states or the big states what was the reaction from 
clark reed well we added a couple other items and in effect they they want either their proposal or go back to 
the old proposal which says we feel both are illegal uh they're pushing putting us a position where we almost 
have to fight the issue on the court on the floor here now the trouble with that is uh in all of these committees 
we've been discriminated one vote for one state uh even here in the delegate fight we're under an old plan 
that is inequitable for the industrial state but we're going to try and at least make our case to the public what 
are you going to do now well uh clark has take clark reed from mississippi has taken the pro proposal which 
shows what happens in each state under our plan back to his group they're going to run it through a 
computer uh although the computer does not uh quantify emotion uh and so if i get his reaction we'll have a 
tough time getting a compromise if we know that now then we can start preparing our uh program for 
presenting our plan on the floor we don't want to do that because i think we would like to come out of this 
convention united behind the president which we're going to but united with full enthusiasm as equal partners 
the large states of small states and the states from every section of this country so what you're saying the 
fact mr lanigan is that if there is no compromise and as of right now after this meeting with clark free there 
doesn't appear to be a compromise in the offing you're going to get ready now for a floor fight tomorrow well 
regretfully i i just have to presume that we're going to be forced into that position although we would rather 
not have to do it thank you very much charles lanigan the chairman of the new york state delegation now 
over to tom pettitt [Music] this is john ehrlichman deputy campaign manager for the president 
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manager for the president deputy manager of the committee to re-elect the president and mr ellington there's 
talk now of compromising the rules fight but the talk persists that it is in fact a liberal conservative showdown 
with overtones for 76. how does the white house feel about this uh kind of perspective on the rules fight well 
as you know since tuesday afternoon when the last effort and a compromise uh didn't succeed the white 
house has been out of it and uh we've we've taken a very uh overt position that we were not a part of this 
controversy at all well now you say since tuesday was the white house the architect of the miami 
compromise on monday and the early part of tuesday there seemed to be a good possibility for a 
compromise and the white house was participating matter of fact senator tower congressman kemp and 
others were actually enlisted by the white house in an effort to try and bridge this gap does the president feel 
that this should be allowed to be decided by the convention itself or doesn't it really matter to him well i 
wouldn't say it didn't matter but i think it's his feeling that this is what we have conventions for and that if 
there are contending positions and it isn't possible to get a compromise then it ought to be simply voted on 
by the delegates uh do you know how vice president agnew feels about it no i haven't talked to the vice 
president and i can't speak for him mr ellington thanks very much john ehrlichman deputy campaign 
manager for the committee to reelect the president telling us for the first time of the direct white house role in 


the so-called miami compromise on rules this is tom pettinon the flight caliber on the podium senator bob 
dole has been a presiding officer of this session and he is the chairman of the republican national committee 
senator dole 
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national committee senator dole yesterday you said that there was a possibility of a compromise on this 
north-south liberal conservative thing apparently there has been no compromise yet today it's all over the 
floor that there is still dissention is there going to be one tonight and tomorrow before tomorrow's session 
well i hope so i'm not certain how much dissension there is i had a visit this morning about noon uh they 
really hadn't spent much time they hadn't gotten to rule 30. then the rules committee adjourned and came to 
the convention i assume now they'll go back into session this afternoon uh we believe there's a chance to 
work out some compromise that doesn't mean that everybody's going to be satisfied when it's over but a 
compromise necessarily is not the best of both worlds clark mcgregor of the committee to re-elect says that 
he feels that 75 to 80 percent of the delegates by tomorrow will be in agreement you go along with that well i 
think so and i think uh clark mcgregor can be a factor because minnesota was one of the states and that's 
his home state that was in disagreement the other day so if he talks with the people of minnesota and if we 
work out a compromise i'm certain he can be very helpful if this comes to the floor tomorrow as a fight what 
will be the procedure of getting recognition what do they need to be recognized to bring it on the floor well if 
they have an amendment if it's offered to us in writing uh they can be recognized otherwise they'll be 
recognized as as the chair recognizes them i don't know what exact procedure but i'll know by tomorrow 
afternoon maybe i was just asking will they be recognized oh certainly we're an open party we're not going to 
try to cut off any discussion or debate uh but we don't see any real reason for any if we can work it out why 
bring it out here if not we'll work it out on the floor thank you very much senator bob dole senator dole who 
thinks there is promise for a compromise and now to doug kiker on the floor with me here with me here is 
mrs alfred tennyson who's an alternate from arkansas and who thinks that black delegates are getting a bad 
shake here what's your complaint mrs tennessee my complaint is that we are not getting 
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my complaint is that we are not getting the kind of input that we should get here and i'm delighted and i can 
speak out the majority of the black delegates who are here happen to be running for an office and they feel 
that it will hurt them politically if they come out and say this i'm the nacp vice president in little rock and i 
would like the nation to know this that we are not getting the kind of input that we should in this kind in this 
convention and especially black woman input thank you very much mrs alfred tennyson who says that black 
women and black delegates are not getting the input they should be getting here now this is douglas kiker 
and back to the booth thank you douglas and we'll be back with more convention coverage after this word 
from golf the afternoon session of the republican convention is over we will of course be back tonight with the 
night session in the meantime our washington nbc news office tells us that president nixon who has been 
spending a little time at camp david up in the mountains in maryland uh just after mrs eisenhower's tribute 
here in the convention hall left for gettysburg to pay a little visit camp david and gettysburg are only a few 
miles apart and he goes over there by helicopter we've had a lot of uh partisan speeches here today 
including one by senator dole the republican chairman tonight we'll have more of course senator dole by the 
way has been saying this year in watching the democratic party doing has been saying that in this regard he 
may be seen as perhaps a little biased he says we have we are seeing this year what he calls the final 
disintegration of the democratic party as we have known it in the 20th century an obituary of the democratic 
party from robert dole maybe recall that similar ones were written for the republicans a few years ago but 
then they came back and elected a president 
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a president john i just want to say that politicians don't like it when reporters call their operation smooth well- 
oiled machines they always Say it's an outpouring of support on the part of the people but what we saw this 
afternoon here was certainly a smooth well-oiled schedule the republicans started 10 minutes late and they 
ended up only five mi using five minutes more than the allotted time for this whole session which ran for two 
hours so we'll be back tonight with the second session of the republican convention 8 30 in the evening 
eastern daylight time and the gavel will fall then and nbc news will be here covering it all david brinkley john 
chancellor thank you for watching nbc news coverage of the first session of the republican national 
convention has been brought to you by the golf oil corporation as part of its continuing effort to bring you 
events of special importance [Music] 


END 


